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Nantwich  Rural  District 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


To  which  is  appended  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District 
Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council  for  the 
year  1961,  a  year,  which  when  viewed  in  retrospect,  may  be  regarded 
as  one  of  steady  and  solid  progress  with  no  individual  achievement 
which  would  entitle  it  to  special  mention  in  the  public  health  record 
of  the  District. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  district  was  27,920  and 
records  show  that  the  population  of  the  district  for  the  past  10  years 
has  remained  virtually  unchanged.  The  birth  rate  of  13.75  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  national  figure  of  17.4.  The  death  rate  which 
was  11.47  was  slightly  lower  than  the  figure  of  12.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Apart  from  an  outbreak  of  measles  there  was  no  undue  incidence  of 
infectious  disease.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  were  notified 
but  it  should  not  be  inferred  that  because  of  this,  immunisation  against 
these  diseases  is  no  longer  necessary. 

For  the  past  six  years  there  has  been  no  apparent  increase  in  deaths 
attributed  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  but  I  must  add  that  as  the  population 
of  the  district  is  small  this  fact  can  in  no  way  invalidate  the  conclusions 
which  can  be  drawn  from  the  recent  report  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  on  the  relationship  between  lung  cancer  and  cigarette 
smoking. 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  Undulant  Fever  were  brought  to  my 
notice,  but  as  this  disease  is  not  notifiable  its  true  incidence  cannot  be 
determined.  Present  legislation  does  very  little  to  protect  the  public 
against  what  continues  to  be  both  a  real  and  potential  danger,  and 
whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  a  national  programme  to  eliminate  it  could 
have  serious  economic  implications,  the  time  must  now  be  opportune 
for  a  more  positive  and  realistic  government  policy. 
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As  far  back  as  1954  when  the  proposals  were  submitted  for  the 
Haslington  and  Wistaston  Sewage  Works  the  Council  drew  up  a 
programme  to  provide  similar  facilities  in  all  the  larger  villages. 
Whilst,  for  reasons  of  local  expediency,  this  original  programme  was 
considerably  recast,  it  has  still  been  found  possible  to  adhere  basically 
to  the  original  sequence  of  priorities.  It  must  however,  be  realised 
that  without  consultant’s  assistance,  detail  design,  submission  to  the 
Ministry,  and  successful  preparation  of  these  costly  and  complicated 
schemes  is  a  most  formidable  undertaking  for  an  authority  of  this 
size. 


That  none  of  these  works  has  as  yet  materialised  is  I  know  a  source 
of  disappointment  to  many  Councillors,  but  several  are  now  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation,  so  let  me  merely  commend  the  sen¬ 
timents  of  A.  H.  Clough,  when  he  says: 


“For  while  the  tired  waves,  vainly  breaking, 

Seem  here  no  painful  inch  to  gain, 

Far  back  through  creeks  and  inlets  making, 

Comes  silent  flooding  in,  the  main”. 

Again  I  would  like  to  direct  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  excellent 
report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  in  doing  so  would 
record  my  appreciation  not  only  for  the  valuable  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report,  but  also  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  throughout  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  KENNETH  HAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Stapeley  House, 

Stapeley,  Nantwich. 
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27th  August,  1962. 


Nantwich  Rural  District  Council 


HEALTH  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE 

The  Whole  Council 

Chairman:  Councillor  William  C.  Jones,  C.B.E. 
Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  C.  W.  Jones 


COUNCIL  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  NANTWICH 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  W.  C.  Jones 
Councillor  J.  Dulson 
Councillor  E.  S.  Dutton 
Councillor  C.  W.  Jones 

Councillor  Mrs.  A. 


Councillor  F.  A.  Moore 
Councillor  W.  Richardson 
Councillor  A.  Blakeman 
Councillor  J.  H.  Williams 
W.  Dodd 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer:  Dr.  R.  Kenneth  Hay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  S.  Townley,  M.A.P.H.I., 

M.Inst.  P.C. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  Craven,  Cert. 

S.I.B.,  Cert. I.  of  Housing 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  Malcolm  B.  Elliott, 

A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  J.  Russell  Adderley, 

M.R.S.H.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  Kenneth  M.  Jones,  Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  L.  Peter  Boardman, 

M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Clerk:  Philip  Cornes  (Resigned  31st  August,  1961) 

Male  Trainee:  Michael  H.  Jackson 

Clerical  Assistant/Shorthand-Typist:  Miss  Gillian  E.  Latham 
Clerk:  Charles  C.  Brookfield  (Appointed  25th  September,  1961) 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1961) 
Rateable  value  (25th  January,  1962) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated  1962 

/  63 ) 


100,823 

27,920 

9,217 

£285,169 


£1,180 


The  district  is  situated  in  the  South  East  of  Cheshire.  It  adjoins  the 
County  of  Salop  in  the  South  and  the  County  of  Stafford  in  the  east, 
and  forms  part  of  the  alluvial  plain  of  Cheshire.  It  surrounds  the 
Borough  of  Crewe  and  Urban  District  of  Nantwich.  Whilst  the  area 
is  predominantly  agricultural,  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  is 
to  be  found  in  those  parishes  contiguous  to  Crewe  and  Nantwich,  in 
which  towns  they  find  their  employment.  The  main  source  of  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  Rural  District  is  agriculture  and  industries  allied  with  it. 
These  take  the  form  of  milk  and  milk  product  factories,  corn  mills  and 
agricultural  engineering;  the  latter  having  increased  locally  with  the 
mechanisation  of  farming.  There  are  two  clothing  factories,  which  in 
the  main  employ  female  labour.  There  is  virtually  no  unemployment 
in  the  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  Live  Births) 
Still  Births 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  stillbirths 
Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 
Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  Live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week 

per  1,000  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1.000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Deaths 

Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Female 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Standardised  death  rate 
Figure  for  England  and  Wales 


384 

13.75 

2.34 

4 

10.31 

388 

6 

15.63 

16.0 

Nil 

5.21 

2.6 

12.89 

Nil 

Nil 

184 

127 

311 

11.14 

11.47 

12.0 
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ROAD  ACCIDENTS  AND  CASUALTIES 


The  Road  Safety  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  :  I960  1961 

Total  number  of  accidents  ...  ...  265  292 

Persons  Killed 

Children  under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Children  aged  5  to  15  years  ...  ...  —  — 

Persons  over  15  years  ...  ...  ...  8  7 


The  above  figures  include  the  following:— 

Persons  who  reside  in  the  Rural  District  of 

Nantwich  3  2 

Persons  who  reside  outside  the  Rural  District 

of  Nantwich  5  5 
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Persons  Injured 

Children  under  5  years  (serious) 
Children  under  5  years  (slight) 
Children  aged  5  to  15  years  (serious) 
Children  aged  5  to  15  years  (slight) 
Persons  over  15  years  (serious) 
Persons  over  15  years  (slight) 


1 


4  5 

17  22 

134  119 


Total  155  147 


WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


The  following  weather  conditions  for  the  year,  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Principal  of  the  Cheshire  School  of  Agriculture,  Rease heath, 


Nantwich:— 

Climatic  Data 

—1961 

Rainfall 

Air  Temperatures 

in  degrees  F. 

Month 

in  inches 

Maximum 

Minimum 

January 

3.385 

55 

24 

February 

2.575 

57 

28.5 

March 

.78 

68 

28 

April 

3.015 

64 

32 

May 

1.64 

74 

32‘ 

June 

1.07 

81 

38 

July  ... 

3.46 

78 

42 

August 

3.43 

84 

41 

September 

4.93 

78 

36.5 

October 

3.235 

66 

33.5 

November 

1.49 

59 

23 

December 

2.26 

56 

11 

Total  rainfall  1961 — 

31.270  inches 
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TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

... — 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

-• — 

— 

— — 

Meningococcal  infections 

- — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

- — 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

1 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

8 

1 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

10 

29 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

28 

59 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

39 

22 

61 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

16 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

8 

12 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

14 

Bronchitis 

14 

2 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- — 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— - 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

2 

— - 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— , 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

8 

12 

20 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

All  other  accidents 

7 

1 

8 

Suicide 

- 

— . 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

" — 

— _ 

— 

Total  (all  causes)  184  127  311 


There  was  no  cause  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


Male  Female  Total 

33  19  52 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

In  1961  the  scheme  was  once  more  extended  to  include  a  fourth  in¬ 
jection  for  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twelve  years,  and  all 
children  in  this  age  group  were  given  the  opportunity  of  having  a 
fourth  injection  before  the  end  of  the  Summer  Term. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Chester  accepts  samples  of  milk, 
water  and  ice-cream  for  analysis  and  the  arrangements  introduced  with 
the  Group  Laboratory  of  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital  Management 
Committee  in  1956,  for  accepting  other  bacteriological  specimens 
continues,  and  the  service  given  is  much  appreciated. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  water  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  whom  a  fee  is  payable. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Divisional  Health  Committee  relinquished  control  of  the  Am¬ 
bulance  Service  in  February,  1961.  With  the  use  of  Radio  Control 
this  service  is  now  operated  centrally  at  County  Level,  with  vehicles 
and  personnel  based  at  Crewe.  Local  requests  for  ambulance  transport 
are  accepted  at  the  Ambulance  Depot.,  Badger  Avenue,  Crewe. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  this  area. 
NURSING  SERVICES 

Most  valuable  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  15  Nurse/ 
Midwives  serving  the  District.  Apart  from  a  few  minor  alterations  in 
the  districts  no  major  changes  took  place  during  the  year. 

For  information  purposes  a  detailed  list  of  Nurses  and  Health 
Visitors  with  the  parishes  they  cover,  is  shown  in  Appendix  I. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Midwives  Clinic 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

Monday  p.m. 

Preparation  Class 
(Ante-natal) 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

Monday  p.m. 

Screening  Clinic 
(Audiology) 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

Friday  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th 

School  Minor 
Ailment  Clinic 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

Monday  a.m. 

2nd  and  4th 

Paediatric  Clinic 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Ludford  Street,  Crewe 

3rd  Friday  p.m. 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Stalbridge  Road,  Crewe 

1st  Friday  p.m. 

Eye  Clinic 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

1st,  3rd  and  5th 
Wednesday  p.m. 

Cerebral  Palsy 

Clinic 

201  Edleston  Road, 

Crewe 

Tuesday  a.m.  and  p.m. 
and  Friday  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 

Tuesday  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

The  C.C.  Clinic  Centre, 
Barker  Street,  Nantwich 
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HOSPITALS 

General  hospitals  at  Crewe,  Mantwich  and  Hartshill  in  Staffordshire 
serve  the  Rural  District  with  the  old  Isolation  Hospital  now  known  as 
Alvaston  being  available  for  convalescent  cases. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  in  the  Rural  Area  are 
accepted  at  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital,  which  has  met  ail  needs 
during  the  year. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  at  The  Cliffe,  Wybunbury,  was  closed 
down  during  the  year  and  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Linden  Grange, 
Crewe  and  the  Maternity  wards  at  the  Barony  Hospital,  Mantwich 
continued  to  serve  the  Rural  District. 

Hospitalisation  of  tuberculous  patients  is  at  Hefferston  Grange  with¬ 
in  the  County  of  Cheshire  and  the  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  within 
the  County  of  Salop.  In  addition,  there  is  within  the  Rural  District 
at  Wrenbury  a  rehabilitation  centre  for  tuberculous  patients  who  are 
trained  in  light  industrial  occupations. 

MORTUARY  FACILITIES 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary  at  the  Barony  Hospital, 
Mantwich,  have  worked  satisfactorily  and  continued  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  Rural  District. 

DISINFECTION 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  at  homes  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  diseases,  as  and  when  required.  Arrangements  for  the 
steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing,  etc.,  are  made  with  the 
South  Cheshire  Hospital  Management  Committee,  the  work  being 
carried  out  at  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

The  establishment  of  Caravan  Sites  is  now  covered  by  The  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  which  came  into  force 
on  29th  August,  1960. 

All  existing  caravan  sites  have  been  reviewed  and  dealt  with  under 
this  Act.  Generally  speaking  applications  have  been  for  individual 
caravans  and  approvals  have  been  conditional  and  limited  to  a  three 
year  period. 

One  site  at  Church  Minshull  is  established  for  up  to  30  residential 
and  15  recreational  caravans. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  close  liaison  between  the  Council,  the  Divisional  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  County  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  continued  to  make  it  possible  to  administer  Section  47  without 


9 


legal  proceedings.  In  many  cases,  the  provision  of  a  Home  Help  made 
it  possible  for  aged  persons  to  continue  residence  in  their  own  homes 
and  in  their  own  familiar  environment. 

The  Council  undertook  funeral  arrangements  in  one  instance  under 
Section  50  of  the  Act  during  the  year  under  review. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  OTHER  INSECT  PESTS 

No  Council  or  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  which  deals  with 
the  matter  is  attached  hereto. 

SCHOOLS 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  infectious 
diseases  or  epidemics. 

SHOPS  ACTS 

The  District  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcement  of  provisions 
relating  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers  with  respect  to 
ventilation,  temperature,  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  the  require¬ 
ments  in  this  connection  are  being  adequately  complied  with. 

NUTRITION 

No  action  under  this  heading  has  been  taken  by  this  Council,  but 
the  Welfare  Centres  at  Audlem,  Haslington,  Shavington,  Wistaston 
and  Wrenbury,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Divisional  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  have  continued  to  do  valuable  work  in  this  respect. 

SHELL-FISH 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  this  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  against  10  last  year  and  no 
case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified.  Only  1  case  of  Tuberculosis  was 
notified  which  was  Non-Pulmonary. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  SHOWING  INCIDENCE 
OF  CASES  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS  AMONG 

CIVILLIANS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  (including  Inward  Transfers) 
AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1961 


New  Cases  and  Transfers 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 
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Non-Resp. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

0 

1— 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

I  !  s 

i  !  ?> 

!  i  s 

1  1  * 

5— 

15— 

25— 

!!!  i 

i 

2 

1  — 

—  —  —  — 

35— 

i 

1 

— —  — 

- —  — -  — —  — 

45— 

55— 


65  and  upwards 


3  3  1 
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Total  Cases:  7  Deaths:  Nil 

Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  1961:— 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

64  16  44  26 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr.  G.  T.  Jury)  provides  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  with  respect  to  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  and 
Housing:— 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  improvement  of  drainage  conditions  in  the  main  village  areas 
has  continued  to  be  the  main  consideration  of  the  Council  during  the 
year. 

Schemes  are  in  the  course  of  preparation  for  the  following:  — 
Main  Villages 

1.  Audlem.  A  compulsory  purchase  order  for  the  land  required 
for  sewage  disposal  works  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  after  a  public  enquiry  held  at 
these  offices  in  May.  Outline  approval  to  the  engineering  design 
of  the  scheme  has  been  received  and  it  now  remains  for  detail 
design  of  the  works  to  be  completed  prior  to  the  Council  calling 
for  tenders. 

2.  Wybunbury  and  Walgherton.  A  sewage  works  at  Doddington 
Park  has  been  taken  over  from  Sir  Evelyn  Delves  Broughton 
where  repairs  and  renewals  of  electrical  gear  and  pumping  plant 
have  been  carried  out.  The  experimental  disposal  of  nightsoil  is 
now  taking  place  under  careful  supervision  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Health  Department. 

3.  Bunbury.  The  detailed  design  of  a  sewerage  scheme  is  now  in 
hand  and  outline  approval  will  soon  be  sought  from  the  Minister. 

4.  Stapeley.  The  detailed  design  of  this  scheme  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  submitted  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  the 
Minister  for  outline  approval. 

Buttertons  Lane,  Oakhanger 

A  small  drainage  scheme  to  alleviate  a  nuisance  problem  that  has 
existed  for  several  years,  was  carried  out  and  completed  by  contract 
during  the  year. 

Weston  Mere 

A  contract  was  let  and  work  commenced  during  the  year  for  the 
construction  of  a  6  ins.  diameter  sewer  to  connect  9  individual  septic 
tanks  direct  to  the  main  public  sewer,  with  discharge  to  the  existing 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Weston. 
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Gresty  Sewer 

Progress  has  been  made  on  die  detailed  scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  this  sewer  in  conjunction  with  technical  officers  of  Crewe  Corp¬ 
oration.  Negotiations  with  Crewe  Corporation  are  proceeding. 

Closet  Conversion 

Under  the  Council’s  Closet  Conversion  Scheme  54  applications 
have  been  received  in  respect  of  a  contribution  of  half  cost  of  W.C. 
installations. 

HOUSING 

During  1961,  280  new  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  some  136  were  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction. 

The  Council  continued  with  the  provision  of  single  bedroom 
bungalows  and  now  have  the  following  sites  completed. 

4  at  Stapeley 
6  at  Bunbury 
4  at  Hunsterson 
8  at  Wistaston 
4  at  Willaston 
14  at  Haslington 

Contracts  are  in  hand  for  2  at  Norbury  and  8  at  Bulkeley,  and 
schemes  to  provide  4  at  Sound  and  3  at  Woolstanwood  are  in 
preparation. 

Selection  and  acquisition  of  sites  to  provide  further  accommodation 
at  Audlem,  Haslington,  Shavington,  Alpraham,  Acton,  Weston, 
Church  Minshull,  Minshull  Vernon,  Wybunbury,  Wrenbury  and 
Spurstow  is  proceeding. 

The  improvement  of  housing  accommodation  by  means  of  Improve¬ 
ment  Grants  continued  and  during  the  year  Discretionary  Grants  in 
respect  of  35  properties  and  amounting  to  £9,670  were  approved  and 
Standard  Grants  covering  42  properties  and  amounting  to  £4,737 
were  paid. 
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APPENDIX  1 


NURSES  AND  HEALTH  VISITORS  SERVING 
THE  NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Nurses 

Miss  L.  C.  JONES, 

The  Grove, 

Acton. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65571. 

Mrs.  J.  O’DONNELL, 

No.  8  Wyche  Lane, 

Bunbury, 

Tarporley. 

Tel.  No.  Bunbury  266. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  FORT, 

Laundry  Cottage, 

Rookery  Park, 

Worleston,  Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65941. 

Miss  M.  H.  HUNTER, 

The  Gables, 

Audlem. 

Tel.  No.  Audlem  422. 

Mrs.  E.  WEATHERALL, 

27  Cresswellshaw  Road, 

Alsager. 

Tel.  No.  Alsager  67. 

Mrs.  FEATHER, 

21  Edwards  Avenue, 

Shavington. 

Tel.  No.  Crewe  7234. 

Miss  A.  JONES, 

Mill  Grove, 

Bulkeley. 

Tel.  No.  Broxton  31. 

Miss  M.  A.  EDWARDS  (retired  . 

31/3/61) 

2  Back  Lane, 

Walgherton. 

Tel.  No.  Wybunbury  345. 

Mrs.  M.  HUNTER  (12/3/61) 

15  Gorsey  Bank  Crescent, 
Wybunbury. 

Tel.  No.  Wybunbury  329.  < 

Miss  W.  A.  GEORGE, 

Council  Houses, 

Newhall  Lane, 

Aston,  Newhall. 

Tel.  No.  Aston  286. 


Parishes 

Acton,  Austerson,  Baddiley,  Badding- 
ton,  Brindley,  Burland,  Edleston,  Fad- 
diley,  Henhull,  Hurleston,  Stoke, 
Wardle. 

Alpraham,  Bunbury,  Calveley,  Haugh- 
ton,  Peckforton,  Ridley,  Spurstow. 


Aston- Juxta -Mondrum,  Cholmondes- 
ton,  Leighton,  Church  Minshull,  Min- 
shull  Vernon,  Poole,  Wettenhall, 
Woolstanwood,  Worleston. 

Audlem,  Buerton,  Hankelow,  Newhall, 
(part),  Code  Pilate. 


Barthomley. 


Basford,  Chorlton,  Hough,  Rope, 
Shavington-cum-Gresty,  Weston, 
Wybunbury  (small  part). 

Bickerton,  Bulkeley,  Egerton. 


Blakenhall,  Bridgemere,  Checkley-cum- 
Wrinehill,  Doddington,  Hatherton, 
'’Hunsterson,  Lea,  Walgherton,  Wyb¬ 
unbury  (part). 


Broomhall,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley, 
Marbury-cum-Quoisley  (part),  New¬ 
hall  (part),  Norbury  (part),  Sound, 
Woodcott,  Wrenbury-cum-Frith. 
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Miss  M.  BROCKLEHURST, 
Bickley  Moss, 

Whitchurch. 

Tel.  No.  Cholmondeley  268. 

Miss  D.  WILLIAMS, 

33  Cartwright  Road, 
Haslington. 

Tel.  No.  Crewe  2693. 

Miss  E.  REILLY, 

22  Jackson  Avenue, 
Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65570. 

Miss  E.  M.  DEANE, 

5  Elworth  Street, 

Sandbach. 

Tel.  No.  Sandbach  256. 

Miss  O.  M.  HEATH, 

Hawthorn  Cottage, 

Church  Road, 

Malpas. 

Tel.  No.  Malpas  96. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  BURGESS, 

34  Elm  Close, 

Wistaston. 

Tel.  No.  Crewe  2431. 


Cholmondeley,  Chorley,  Marbury-cum- 
Quoisley  (part),  Norbury  (part). 

Crewe  Green,  Haslington. 

Batherton,  Stapeley,  Willaston  (small 
part). 

Warmingham. 

Wirswall. 

Wistaston,  Willaston  (part). 


HEALTH 

Mrs.  F.  G.  KIRKHAM, 

St.  Bees, 

Marsh  Lane, 

Nantwich. 


Miss  E.  M.  SCOTT, 

The  Dowery, 

Welfare  Centre, 

Barker  Street, 

Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65360. 

Miss  D.  GRIFFITHS, 

East  View, 

Little  Heath, 

Audlem. 


Mrs.  A.  CLAYTON, 

The  Dowery, 

Welfare  Centre, 

Barker  Street, 

Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65360. 


VISITORS 

Acton,  Baddiley,  Baddington,  Brindley, 
Broomhall,  Bulkeley,  Bunbury,  Bur- 
land,  Cholmondeley,  Chorley,  Edleston, 
Faddiley,  Haughton,  Hurleston,  Mar- 
bury-cum-Quoisley,  Norbury,  Peck- 
forton,  Ridley,  Sound,  Spurstow, 
Stoke,  Wirswall,  Woodcott,  Wrenbury- 
cum-Frith. 

Alpraham,  Aston-Juxta-Mondrum, 
Calveley,  Cholmondeston,  Henhull, 
Leighton,  Church  Minshull,  Minshull 
Vernon,  Poole,  Wardle,  Wettenhall, 
Woolstanwood,  Worleston. 

Audlem,  Austerson,  Batherton,  Bas- 
ford  (part),  Blakenhall,  Bridgemere, 
Buerton,  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill, 
Chorlton,  Coole  Pilate,  Dodcott-cum- 
Wilkesley,  Doddington,  Hankelow, 
Hatherton,  Hough,  Hunsterson,  Lea, 
Newhall,  Stapeley,  Walgherton,  Wyb- 
unbury. 

Barthomley,  Basford  (part),  Crewe 
Green,  Shavington-cum-Gresty 

Weston,  Haslington,  Rope,  Warming- 
ham,  Winterley. 
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Mrs.  A.  JONES, 

Lyle  Villas, 

Caergwrle, 

Nr.  Wrexham. 

Miss  R.  WALCH, 

“Wychdale”, 

Colleys  Lane, 

Willaston. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 

Public  Health  Department, 

Stapeley  House, 
Stapeley, 
Nantwich. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District 
Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  pleasure  in  contributing  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year,  1961. 

There  is  very  little  concrete  evidence  a  Public  Llealth  Department 
can  submit  to  substantiate  the  success  of  a  year’s  work,  neither  can 
it  strike  a  balance  to  justify  the  expenditure  involved  by  its  endeavours 
in  the  public  interest. 

Figures  indicating  the  number  of  inspections  under  this  heading  or 
that;  the  number  of  food  premises  of  various  types  to  be  supervised, 
or  the  number  of  unfit  houses  condemned,  can  only  form  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  efforts  made  to  preserve  the  public  health  and  safeguard 
its  future. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  during  the  year  may  not  seem 
impressive,  and  gives  no  clue  to  the  problems  of  maintaining  a  100% 
meat  inspection  service — a  safe  food  supply  is  something  that  is  taken 
for  granted  these  days. 

A  regular  refuse  removal  and  disposal  service,  with  nightsoil  coll¬ 
ection  where  it  is  still  necessary,  requires  continual  vigilance  to  main¬ 
tain  the  organisation  on  an  efficient  and  economic  basis,  but  there  is 
no  means  of  recording  the  extent  of  the  efforts  made  to  achieve  this. 

It  should  be  appreciated  that  whilst  certain  duties  of  the  department 
might  be  accomplished  by  unqualified  people,  the  law  requires  that 
the  bulk  of  the  work  must  receive  the  attention  of  persons  who  hold 
the  Statutory  Qualificationf  of  a  Public  Health  Inspector,  which  re¬ 
quires  practical  study  over  a  period  of  four  years. 

I  have  pleasure  in  recording  that  during  the  year  the  male  clerk  in 
the  department  qualified  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector.  He  left  our 
service  immediately  to  take  up  duty  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector  in 
the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent.  The  vacancy  caused  by  this  resignation 
was  filled  by  a  youth  straight  from  school,  otherwise  the  staff  position 
remained  the  same. 


Bickerton,  Egerton. 


Willaston,  Wistaston. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

The  various  headings  indicate  the  primary  purpose  of  the  visits 
recorded  against  them,  but  it  should  be  appreciated  that  during  a 
visit,  general  inspection  covering  the  range  of  legal  requirements  app¬ 
licable  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  automatically  carried  out, 
but  these  are  not  listed  individually  as  separate  inspections. 


Public  Health  Acts  ...  . . .  1,533 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 

Rent  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Premises — Sampling,  Inspection,  etc.  ...  875 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,012 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  294 

Farms — Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions  ...  153 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

National  Assistance  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


TOTAL  8,220 


NOTICES  AND  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Public  Health  Acts — 

Informal  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  served 
Notices  complied  with 

Housing  Acts — 

Notices  to  appear 
Demolition  Orders  made 
Closing  Orders  made 
Undertakings  to  close 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — 

Informal  notices  served 
Notices  complied  with 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


63 

14 

43 


14 

4 

3 

4 


53 

32 


Any  necessary  enquiries  and  investigations  into  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  made  as  re¬ 
quired,  with  particular  attention  to  the  control  of  food  handlers  and 
exclusion  of  school  contacts.  There  were  four  specimens  submitted  to 
the  laboratory  in  connection  therewith. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council  continued  to  treat  business  premises  on  an  annual 
contract  basis,  and  schools  on  the  cost  plus  basis.  Sewage  disposal 
works  and  refuse  tips  were  kept  under  constant  supervision  with  treat¬ 
ment  as  required.  For  all  these  purposes  the  Council’s  Rat  Catcher 
made  413  visits  and  carried  out  140  treatments,  in  connection  with 
46  infested  properties. 

Along  with  the  survey  of  farms  in  progress  under  the  Agriculture 
(Safety  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956,  it  has  been  found 
that  the  situation  with  respect  to  rats  and  mice  is  well  under  control. 

Whilst  the  Council  has  no  scheme  for  treating  agricultural  land 
and  premises,  advice  is  readily  made  available  when  required  to  en¬ 
able  occupiers  to  do  the  work  themselves,  and  thus  avoid  the  heavy 
charges  for  labour  and  transport  that  would  have  to  be  made  if  the 
Council  undertook  the  work. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  service  is  no  doubt  the  one  which  directly  affects  the  largest 
number  of  ratepayers,  and  is  one  which  is  continually  in  the  public-eye. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  it  is  a  direct  charge  on  the  district  council 
rates,  without  grants  or  aid  from  any  source. 

The  establishment  of  labour  and  transport  to  meet  a  weekly  coll¬ 
ection  of  nightsoil  from  1,910  pail  closets  and  the  fortnightly  attention 
to  approximately  10,539  dustbins  has  remained  unchanged  for  over 
ten  years,  and  the  slow  but  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  pail 
closets  is  so  far  only  just  offsetting  the  demand  for  house  refuse  re¬ 
moval  from  the  many  new  houses  being  built  throughout  the  district. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  introduction  of  weekly  collection  of 
household  refuse  in  the  semi-urban  parishes,  or  the  extension  of  the 
service  to  farms,  at  the  present  time,  would  involve  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  scavenging  rate,  as  existing  facilities  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  cope  with  the  additional  work  involved. 

The  proposed  facilities  for  dealing  with  nightsoil  at  sewage  disposal 
works  are  still  only  in  the  experimental  stage,  and  composting  is  still 
the  only  means  of  disposal.  Facilities  for  disposal  of  househould  refuse 
by  land  reclamation  at  the  request  of  land  owners  continues,  and  there 
is  every  indication  that  it  will  be  available  for  many  years  to  come. 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

The  survey  of  farms  for  the  administration  of  Sections  3  and  5  of 
this  Act  continued,  and  the  situation  to  date  indicates  that  only  a 


small  percentage  does  not  comply  with  the  requirements  for  sanitary 
accommodation  for  employees,  the  position  being  as  follows: — 


Total  number  of  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,475 

Farms  surveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52% 

Accommodation  adequate  ...  ...  ...  30% 

Accommodation  not  required  (i.e.  no  employees)  60% 

Accommodation  inadequate  ...  ...  ...  10% 


In  conjuction  with  this  survey  information  in  connection  with  rod¬ 
ent  control  and  scavenging  is  being  obtained. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Apart  from  the  Parish  of  Peckforton,  which  has  its  own  estate 
supplies,  and  a  few  small  private  supplies,  the  area  is  served  by  the 
Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  year  2  cases  involving  an  estate  supply  which  had  for 
some  time  produced  unsatisfactory  sample  results  were  connected  to 
the  mains. 

The  position,  excluding  estate  and  small  private  supplies  at  the  end 


of  1961,  is  summarised  as  follows: — 

Premises  with  a  bad  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  with  a  suspicious  supply  ...  ...  ...  9 

With  no  supply  within  reasonable  distance  ...  ...  1 

Premises  with  a  private  supply  maintaining  satisfactory 

results  12 


There  were  45  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  25  proving  satisfactory  with  the  remain¬ 
ing  20  unsatisfactory. 

All  occupiers  of  premises  with  a  bad  or  suspicious  supply  have  been 
notified  to  boil  all  water  intended  for  human  consumption. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  19*8  59 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  table  forwarded  by  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  for  the  guidance  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  preparing 
that  part  of  their  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  factories: — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1— Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

NUMBER  OF 

Premises  No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 

Register  tions  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  6  6  —  — 
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Premises  No.  on 

Register 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  119 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out- workers’  premises)  12 


NUMBER  OF 
Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
tions  Notices  Prosecuted 


293  10 


27  1 


TOTAL  137  326  11 


2 — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S6) 
Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 
Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including  off¬ 
ences  relating  to 
Outwork) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 

were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 
Found  Remedied  Insp.  Insp.  were  instituted 


1  1 


7  7  — 

2  1  — 

3  3  3 


TOTAL  13  12  3 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act — Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 


Section  111 


00 

d> 

CO 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc.  1 1 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Industrial  premises  were  kept  under  observation  with  satisfactory 
results  and  no  action  under  this  Act  became  necessary  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

Action  under  this  heading  for  slum  clearance  does  not  end  with  the 
condemnation  of  unfit  houses,  and  progress  can  only  be  reckoned  on 
the  basis  of  the  numbers  which  have  either  been  demolished  or  made 
fit.  The  position  must  therefore  be  influenced  by  the  rate  of  rehousing, 
which  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  is  now  almost  dependent  on  casual 
vacancies  as  they  occur  throughout  the  area. 

The  experimental  priority  letting  of  alternate  casual  vacancies  to 
accommodate  special  Housing  Act  cases  was  abandoned  during  the 
year,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  had  produced  good  results,  particularly 
in  consequence  of  its  elasticity  in  permitting  transfers  to  be  made  by 
the  Housing  Manager. 

The  present  policy  of  erecting  small  units  of  accommodation  can 
only  assist  slum  clearance  cases  providing  they  receive  some  priority, 
and  some  system  of  compulsory  transfer  of  tenants  of  under-occupied 
council  houses  is  adopted  to  provide  facilities  for  families  from  unfit 
houses. 

Activity  to  reprieve  condemned  cottages  by  persons  willing  to  incur 
above  what  might  be  termed  reasonable  expense,  continued,  with  a 
view  to  revocation  of  the  demolition  orders.  The  question  of  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  sites  of  houses  demolished  is  dependent  on  the  decision  of  the 
Planning  Authority. 
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The  Health  Department  has  worked  closely  with  that  of  the 
Engineer  in  cases  where  applications  are  made  for  either  standard  or 
discretionary  grants,  and  with  the  public  generally  in  advising  on  the 
status  of  properties  “for  sale”,  which  is  normally  defined  by  the 
categories  in  which  they  stand  in  the  Council’s  records. 

The  results  of  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  can 
be  summarised  as  follows: — 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Families  from  condemned  houses  rehoused  by  the  Council  9 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  36  houses  which  at  some  time 
have  been  the  subject  of  action  for  demolition,  still  occupied  by  aged 
persons  under  what  have  been  termed  “life  tenancy  agreements”,  but 
it  is  known  that  many  of  these  would  accept  a  small  unit  of  accom¬ 
modation  if  available  in  their  own  localities. 

An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Planning  Authority  and  the 
Resident  Agent  of  the  Peckforton  Estates,  Ltd.,  for  the  reconstruction 
of  a  number  of  unfit  black  and  white  cottages  in  the  parish  of 
Peckforton  on  special  lines,  to  preserve  them  in  the  interests  of  arch¬ 
itecture. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Whilst  in  recent  years  more  stringent  legislation  has  been  made 
available  by  regulations  and  byelaws  for  enforcing  good  hygienic 
practice  in  all  types  of  premises  and  places  where  food  is  handled  and 
stored,  the  human  element  is  still  the  most  vital  factor  and,  may  be, 
the  weakest  link  in  the  chain  of  food  distribution. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  education  of  food 
handlers;  literature,  in  the  form  of  advisory  leaflets,  codes  of  practice, 
etc.,  once  read  can  be  soon  forgotten  and  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  regular  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  premises  is  the  best 
means  of  keeping  personnel  up  to  scratch. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  compliance  with  food  hygiene  reg¬ 
ulations  in  this  area  is  now  of  a  fairly  high  standard  in  consequence 
of  the  steady  pressure  brought  to  bear  in  all  branches  of  food  handling 
and  catering  establishments  since  the  war. 

22 


The  variety  of  establishments  and  the  wide  range  of  work  involved 
in  this  district  is  indicated  by  the  following  summary  of  premises, 
etc.,  each  with  their  own  particular  problems  and  difficulties. 

Catering  Establishments — 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Factory  and  Office  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Licensed  Premises — 

Full  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Off  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops — 

Grocery,  Greengrocery,  Confectionery  and  Sweets  ...  119 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Poultry  Dressing  and  Plucking  Establishments  ...  ...  7 

Licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Licensed  Slaughtermen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Registered  Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Registered  Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Premises  Registered  for— - 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  90 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausage  or  pressed, 
Potted  or  Preserved  Meat,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  poultry  dressing  establishments 
and  “Codes  of  Practice”  issued  by  the  Ministry  have  been  supplied  to 
all  occupiers,  with  a  table  setting  out  suspect  conditions  which  may 
be  found  in  poultry.  As  it  is  impracticable  for  the  local  authority  to 
examine  every  bird,  personnel  have  been  requested  to  report  anything 
suspicious  to  the  management  for  decision.  Spot  checks  are  also 
carried  out  by  our  Inspectors  periodically. 
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A  survey  of  all  licensed  premises  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  hygiene  generally  was  found  to  be  of  a  high  standard,  with  the 
exception  that  in  a  number  of  cases  hand  washing  facilities  have  still 
to  be  provided  for  persons  handling  food  and  drink. 

The  total  weight  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
at  premises  other  than  slaughterhouses  was  1  cwt.  584-  lbs.  ranging 
from  meat  and  fish  to  vegetables  and  all  kinds  of  canned  foods. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  and  no 
investigations  were  required. 

The  only  sampling  activities  were  in  connection  with  the  man¬ 
ufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream:  120  samples  of  ice-cream  and  13  ice 
lollies  were  taken;  all  were  satisfactory.  Of  the  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  only  one  is  in  regular  production,  this 
being  by  the  cold  mix  process. 

All  milk  dealer’s  licences  previously  dealt  with  by  this  Council  are 
now  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council,  who  control  and  sample  all 
designated  milk  supplies.  Routine  inspection  of  distributors  premises 
continued  throughout  the  year,  the  standard  of  hygiene  being  generally 
satisfactory. 

Slaughtering  Facilities  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  were  sixteen  slaughterhouses  operating  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  five  being  mainly  on  a  wholesale  basis  and  another  used 
jointly  by  a  number  of  butchers  by  private  arrangement  with  the 
occupier. 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  meat  was  maintained  in  spite 
of  many  difficulties  with  a  continuing  increase  in  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered,  resulting  in  additional  overtime  and  weekend 
duty. 

It  is  estimated  that  only  about  23%  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
during  1961  were  required  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Rural  District; 
but  it  will  be  realised  that  local  slaughtering  facilities  are  vital  in  the 
interests  of  agriculture. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  animals  inspected  and  meat 
condemned: — 


Cattle 
(Excl.  Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

1  otal 

Number  killed 

5,056 

4,808 

2,134 

12,873  22,168 

47,039 

Number  inspected 

5,056 

4,808 

2,134 

12,873  22,168 

47,039 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned  14  60 

106 

73 

52 

305 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

1,615 

4,216 

22 

2,386 

1,647 

9,886 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

32.2%  88.9% 

)  6.0  % 

19.1% 

7.7% 

21.7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

17 

114 

102 

233 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

0.4%  2.4% 

0.8% 

0.5% 

The  estimated  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  89  tons  12 \ 
cwts.  compared  with  74  tons  16  cwts.  in  1960  and  72  tons  10 J  cwts. 
in  1959. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has 
reduced  as  a  result  of  the  Government  scheme  for  the  eradication  of 
bovine  tuberculosis  since  1955,  the  first  full  year  after  decontrol. 
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Percentages  affected  with  Tuberculosis 


Animals  Affected 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Cows 

38.2 

30.4 

32.0 

27.0 

13.2 

5.4 

2.4 

Cattle  ( other  than 

cows) 

9.7 

10.7 

9.6 

12.0 

7.4 

4.2 

0.4 

All  animals  (inch 
calves,  pigs  and 

sheep) 

4.6 

3.6 

3.4 

3.9 

2.3 

1.3 

0.5 

Of  the  cattle  affected  last  year  133  cows  and  21  cattle  other  than 
cows  were  consigned  to  slaughterhouses  in  this  district  under  the 
Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order,  and  66.2%  of  these  were 
found  to  be  affected  with  visible  lesions  of  tuberculosis. 

All  unsound  meat  is  sterilised  or  destroyed  either  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house  or,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  this  area,  after  removal  to  an  app¬ 
roved  place,  and  suitable  condemned  livers  are  allocated  for  pharm¬ 
aceutical  purposes.  A  certificate  of  voluntary  surrender  is  signed  which 
specifies  the  arrangements  made  for  its  disposal. 

12  cows  and  35  other  cattle  were  affected  with  cystercercus  bo  vis 
and  detained  in  cold  store  for  the  prescribed  period  before  being 
released  for  human  consumption. 

Foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the  area  considerably  affected  the 
number  of  animals  killed  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  One 
slaughterhouse  was  completely  shut  down  for  a  period  after  a  case 
was  found  on  the  premises  and  all  the  others  were  affected  more  or 
less  by  restrictions  on  animal  movements  and  markets,  etc.  No  other 
diseases  notifiable  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  were  en¬ 
countered  during  the  course  of  routine  inspection  at  slaughterhouses. 

CANALS 

The  use  of  the  canals  in  the  district  for  commercial  purposes  has 
rapidly  declined  and  pleasure  craft  in  large  numbers  have  gained 
the  ascendency  to  the  extent  that  boat  building  and  hire  services  are 
developing  rapidly.  Problems  of  litter  and  refuse  disposal  occur  in 
consequence,  and  are  being  tackled  in  co-operation  with  the  canal 
authority. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  still  only  one  offensive  trade  in  the  district,  being  that  of 
“Tripe  Boiler”,  which  has  been  carried  on  for  many  years  without 
nuisance. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Council  only  enforces  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which  relate 
to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences, 
and  these  have  been  found  to  be  generally  complied  with. 

I  am 


4th  June,  1962. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

John  S.  Townley,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.Inst.P.C. 
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